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Tractor Trek
rolls out in July

Working cat program a help

Residents are invited to McHenry’s 
Petersen Farm celebration on Sunday, 
June 24, at 4112 McCullom Lake Road, 
one mile west of  Route 31. Visitors 
will enjoy American roots music by 
Cheryl Niemo and the Down Home 
Boys. Along with Pete Jonsson on gui-
tar and Marty Brunkalla on mandolin 
and fiddle, Cheryl brings a blend of  
bluegrass, folk, country blues and old-
time country, demonstrating American 
down-home music across the decades.  

There will be farm animals, hayrides 
and children’s games for all ages. There 
will be antique farm tractors and equip-
ment on display. There will be crafts, 
textile demonstrations, blacksmithing, 
a farm garden and farm equipment 
displays. Children will learn to wash 
clothes using an old wringer washer. 
The 1862 farmhouse main floor will be 
open for tours, with period furniture, 
photographs and kitchen equipment 
on display. McHenry’s 2017 “Miss 

McHenry” and her court will be intro-
duced.  

The farm opens at 10 a.m., with 
entertainment and activities concluding 
at 4 p.m. Our local Culver’s restaurant 
will sell food and refreshments. Parking, 
admission, hayrides and activities are 
free. The event is co-sponsored by the 
McHenry County Farm Bureau and 
Colby-Petersen Farm Foundation.

Formed in 1842, the farm was 
acquired from the Colby and Petersen 
families by the City of  McHenry 
for preservation of  our agricultural 
heritage. With its outbuildings and oak 
savannah, it will become an agricultural 
museum and resource center. It will 
promote tourism within our area and 
preserve the flavor of  life in McHenry 
County in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. The Colby-Petersen Farm 
Foundation has been established to 
assist in maintaining and developing the 
property.  

On June 27, bring your blankets 
and lawn chairs to the Historic Park 
on the Square and enjoy a traditional 
band concert and ice cream social as 
the Woodstock City Band presents its 
134th season of  concerts. 

In honor of  Dairy Month (June) 
McHenry County Farm Bureau 
Women’s Committee will serve free 
dairy products and allow the public the 
opportunity to interact with some dairy 
calves. Dean’s will provide the milk 

and ice cream. McHenry County Farm 
Bureau will provide volunteers, cheese, 
coloring books and other educational 
materials. 

The dairy products, educational 
materials and animals will be available 
at 7 p.m.; the concert begins at 7:30 
p.m. 

Donations to McHenry County 
Farm Bureau’s Agriculture Education 
Foundation will be accepted to help 
offset the cost of  the program. 

McHenry County Farm Bureau 
Women’s Committee will offer the 
AARP Safe Driver Course on Monday, 
Sept. 10, and Tuesday, Sept. 11. 

The course will be held at the Farm 
Bureau building, 1102 McConnell Rd., 
Woodstock. Course hours will be from 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., with a half-hour 
lunch break. Class size is limited to 25 
participants and early registration is 
encouraged. 

This eight-hour course will cover 
many aspects of  driving safely. Upon 
completing the eight-hour AARP 
Driver Safety Program, you will receive 
a course completion certificate, which 
may be presented to your insurance 

agent. Depending on the state where 
you live and your insurance company’s 
policies, you may be eligible for an 
automobile insurance premium reduc-
tion or discount.

AARP members need to bring their 
AARP membership card with them the 
first day of  class. 

McHenry County Farm Bureau 
requires a $10 fee per-person for 
members and $15 fee per-person for 
non-members. The fee includes course 
materials, two lunches and refresh-
ments. 

For more information and to regis-
ter, please call McHenry County Farm 
Bureau at (815) 338-1520.

McHenry County Department of  Health Working Cat Program

Got pests?
If  you have a barn, stable, shop, warehouse or the like, you can save a cat and 

control your rodent population at the same time! Sometimes cats cannot live as 
household companions yet make excellent working cats and thrive in an environ-
ment that allows them to put their natural “moussing instincts” to use. These cats 
may be shy or fearful of  people and prefer the company of  other cats and animals. 
Some working cats are social with people as well and just prefer to be a working 
outdoor cat. By adopting working cats, you can control your rodent problem.

What we provide
All working cats are available for reduced adoption fee of  $20 and are spayed/

neutered and rabies vaccinated. We also provide consultation on how to success-
fully acclimate them to their new home.    

Contact us
If  you are looking for a working cat and would like to be notified of  availability, 

please email us at mcac@co.mchenry.il.us or call 815-334-4946. Working cat adop-
tion application can be found at www.mcdh.info.

McHenry County Farm Bureau and McHenry County 
Antique Farm Equipment Association are co-sponsor-
ing their 16th annual “Tractor Trek” on Saturday, July 
21. The event is being planned for the Harvard area.   

Proceeds raised from this event are donated to the 
Agriculture in the Classroom program, to promote agri-
cultural awareness in McHenry County.  

The Ag in the Classroom program features: Ag 
Expo, Summer Ag Institutes, In-Class Presentations, 
Agricultural materials for classrooms, Teacher in 
Services and Scholarships.  

Additional details will be available on our website, 
www.mchenrycfb.org. 

For more information, please contact McHenry 
County Farm Bureau at 815-338-1520 or email Dan 
Volkers at mcfbmgr@att.net.

McHenry County Farm Bureau will be  
taking orders for Illinois peaches.

2/5 bu. box (roughly 25 pounds), member price $30.

Peaches are expected to arrive toward the end of August.

Available are Cresthaven – a large freestone peach with 
great flavor and a peach that holds its firmness — supplied 

by Rendleman Orchards, Alto Pass, Ill., in Union County.

If you are interested in ordering peaches you may 
call us at (815) 338-1520 or email mcfbmgr@att.net.

Ag in the Classroom presents sunflowers!
One hundred second-grade students at Coventry Elementary School in Crystal Lake learned about the lifecy-
cle of a sunflower, how farmers grow them and their uses. Each student planted a seed for the school garden 
and made a life-sized sunflower.
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