
Wes Krug has 
been all over the 
United States put-
ting conservation 
on the ground. 
From the native 
warm season 
prairies of  Kansas 
to the dairies of  
Vermont, Wes 
carries large 
amounts of  knowledge and experi-
ence with him from previous NRCS 

employment. 
Wes is a graduate of  the 

University of  Wisconsin at 
Platteville and was on the soils 
team while attending the univer-
sity. Having run his own office in 
Indiana, he knows what it takes to 
get knowledge of  conservation to 
the producers themselves. 

Grazing has been a passion for 
Wes from growing up on a farmette 
with horses. Being a cowboy and 
team roping are some of  the things 

he enjoys outside of  the field office 
confines. On his own time, he can 
often be found doing aquatic sur-
veys with a fishing pole as well. Wes 
has a quick wit and always has a 
joke in the depths of  his mind that 
he has to let the world know. 

He will be heading up the 
Woodstock office and hopes to be 
here for the majority of  his career.

You may reach Wes through 
email Wes.krug@usda.gov or phone 
at 815-338-0444, extension 3.
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n McHenry County Farm 
Bureau Ag Education 
Foundation thanks its gener-
ous donors for their support 
as it delivers free books to 
teachers in McHenry County 
for six years in a row. This 
program supplies agricultural 
resources to teachers and their 
students. Fifty-seven teach-
ers from 13 school districts 
will be sharing books, includ-
ing: “Prairie Lotus,” “A Day 
at Greenhill Farm,” “Moo,” 
“A Seed is Sleepy,” “Dairy 
Queen” and “A Tree for All 
Seasons” with their students 

for years to come.
n It was a busy month! AITC 

staff  visited with 1,700 stu-
dents and their 90 teachers 
this fall about pumpkins: their 
life cycle; how farmers care 
for them, and all the inter-
esting varieties there are to 
grow! Students enjoyed tasting 
pumpkin (some for the first 
time!) as they helped make a 
delicious pumpkin treat with 
their classmates. Students 
were given Pumpkin Ag Mags, 
including the Pumpkin Patch 
Pie recipe, to share with their 
families.

Fruit and vegetable growers
conference Feb. 6 in Rockford

University of  Illinois Extension 
is proud to present the 27th Annual 
Stateline Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers Conference at NIU-
Rockford. This annual conference 
is held to address common issues 
facing fruit and vegetable growers, 
with the hopes of  providing the 
most up-to-date information to 
ensure a successful growing season 
and business. 

This year our keynote will be 
exploring the world of  roots in 
perennial production systems. 
Delivered by Dr. Emily Lavely, a 
fruit educator with Michigan State 
University, roots are a critical part 
of  crop production, but they often 
go unnoticed below ground. For 
perennial crops, fine roots are pri-

marily responsible for water and 
nutrient uptake. They are an active 
part of  the plant, similar to leaves, 
and they respond readily to the 
orchard environment as well as soil 
microbes. This presentation will 
discuss what we know about root 
growth and how we can support 
root health in perennial production 
systems.

Following her keynote, Lavely 
will provide a fruit breakout session 
on Pruning to Match Your System: 
Considerations for Rootstock and 
Tree Vigor.

Additional topics for the break-
outs will include high tunnel 
vegetable research, day-neutral 
strawberries, and vegetable weed 
management. Drs. Mohammad 

Babadoost and Kacie Athey will be 
providing their yearly grower and 
research updates for the fruit-vege-
table tracks. For our breakouts, we 
will be joined by Zack Grant, local 
foods and small farms educator 
for Cook County; Grant McCarty, 
local foods and small farms educa-
tor for Jo Daviess, Stephenson, 
and Winnebago counties; and Sam 
Oschwald-Tilton, vegetable educa-
tor for UW-Madison.

The registration fee is $35 per 
person and $25 for additional 
employees of  the same farm. This 
fee includes one keynote session, 
your choice of  four breakout 
sessions and boxed lunch. Visit 
go.illinois.edu/Stateline2023 to 
learn more and register.
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Committee representative), Pat Fritz. Third row, from left: Grant Nepermann, Bruce Meier, Trent Harp, 
Henry Zierer. Not pictured: Casey Watkins  

NRCS welcomes soil conservationist

McHenry County Farm Bureau is excited to again 
offer an agriculture-related summer internship. 

The internship will provide experiences in program 
planning, Ag in the Classroom, media, governmental 
affairs and public relations. The selected individual will 
receive valuable work experience, funding to further 
their education, and the opportunity to receive college 
credit.

The internship is open to any McHenry County 
resident who will be a sophomore, junior or senior at 
a college or university this fall. Preference is given to 
applicants enrolled in an agriculture-related field.  

We are taking applications at this time and hope to 
fill the position in March. To apply, simply email your 
cover letter and resume to Dan Volkers at mcfbmgr@
att.net. 

Katie Vanderstappen, Ag in the Classroom coordinator, presents 
conifers to students in Canterbury Elementary School in Crystal Lake. 
Participants learn about conifers on a tree farm, the life cycle, and 
they have the opportunity to identify different conifers by studying their 
branches and pinecones.

aitc Update

John Buck scholarship available
The John Buck Memorial 

Scholarship was established in 2002 
in memory of  the late John Buck, 
who started the Buck Brothers 
Inc. John Deere dealership in 
Hampshire. Although those Buck 
Bros. locations are now AHW, the 
memorial scholarship continues. 
It offers agricultural scholarship 
opportunities throughout a seven-
county area (including McHenry) 
traditionally served by Buck 

Brothers. Preference is given to stu-
dents who are seeking agricultural 
mechanics or turf  management 
careers. 

Applications are being accepted 
for the scholarship, with a deadline 
of  Feb. 15, 2023. Applications are 
available through the Kane County 
Farm Bureau Foundation’s website 
at www.kanecfb.com. Questions? 
Call Kane County Farm Bureau at 
630-584-8660. 

Agricultural internship offered


