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President Dan Ziller accepts a rec-
ognition plaque awarded to McHenry 
County Farm Bureau for its achieve-
ments during the past program year. 
The award was presented during the 
Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting 
and calls attention to the comprehen-
sive nature of  county Farm Bureau 
programs.

Awards were received in the fol-
lowing program areas: Ag Literacy, 
Communications & Promotions, 
Commodities & Marketing, Health & 
Safety, Legislative & Political Process, 
Local Affairs, Member Relations, and 
Policy Development. 

At the annual meeting, Ziller was 
brought on stage to accept the New 

Horizon award that recognizes new and 
innovative programs. 

The county Farm Bureau was select-
ed for the award for its efforts in estab-
lishing the living snow fence program 
with the McHenry County Division of  
Transportation. 

MCFB also received recognition for 
its Foundation, Women’s Committee, 
Young Leaders Committee, Multi-
County projects, the most outstanding 
Policy development project, and its 
continued growth in voting members. 

Individually, Dan Ziller was the Top 
Voting Member Recruiter for District 
1, recruiting 9 members! His efforts 
earned him an Illinois Farm Bureau 
jacket.

McHenry FB draws accolades
McHenry County Farm Bureau 

Agricultural Education Foundation 
is offering a $1,000 scholarship, 
available for high school seniors 
pursuing agriculture or agriculture-
related fields. The applicant/appli-
cant’s family must be a member of  
the McHenry County Farm Bureau. 
Additional scholarships may be 
awarded if  money is available at the 
time of  judging.  

All scholarship applications need 
to be received by March 20, 2020. 

If  you have questions or for an 
application, call our office at 815-
338-1520.

McHenry County Farm Bureau 
will be hosting Ag Expo April 7-9 at 
the McHenry County Fairgrounds in 
Woodstock. The program involves 20 
agriculture-related stations and approxi-
mately 2,500 third- and fourth-grade 
students. We need volunteers to assist 
with leading classrooms from station to 
station. Volunteers are needed for both 
the 9 a.m. and the 11:30 a.m. sessions. 
If  you are interested in helping, please 
contact the Farm Bureau at 815-338-
1520.  

Ag Expo provides students with 
some basic knowledge about agricul-
ture. It helps the students connect the 
agricultural industry to the food and 
products they consume in their daily 
lives. The expo has been held on an 
every-other-year basis since 1988 and 
has reached more than 42,000 students. 

Seventy percent of  U.S. farmland will 
likely change hands during the next two 
decades. With estimates as high as half  
of  American farmers operating without 
an estate plan, Illinois Farm Bureau and 
Country Financial are set to provide 
valuable Farm Legacy Seminars to aid 
them as plans are made for the next 
generation.

The two organizations will host three 
farm legacy information meetings in 
February 2020. The seminars will pro-
vide current and prospective IFB mem-
bers and Country Financial clients with 
tools, protection and ongoing support 
essential to legacy planning, in order 
to allow them to keep their farm in the 
family amid today’s financial challenges.

“Illinois farm families face a series 
of  issues, including rising costs in agri-
culture and surviving financial stress 
year to year, that may pull their focus 
away from planning for the future of  
the farm,” said IFB President Richard 
Guebert Jr. “This meeting series 
will realign that focus in sharing the 
resources and knowledge they need to 
have those conversations and preserve 
their farm legacy.”

Each meeting will include a keynote 
presentation by Dr. Ron Hanson, 
Harlan agribusiness professor emeritus 
at the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln 
and professional speaker on farm 
legacy planning. 

“It is never too early for farm fam-
ily members to begin a legacy planning 
process for their farm,” said Hanson. 

“Most often, farm families make the 
mistake of  waiting until it is too late or 
after something unexpected happens. 
That is never the best time to make 
good objective decisions. It’s important 
to develop and implement a business 
succession plan now to continue a 
family farming legacy for future genera-
tions.”

Hanson has been a recipient of  31 
university and national awards through-
out his 46-year agribusiness teaching 
and advising career. Following Hanson’s 
talk, farm legacy planning support will 
be explained and offered by Country 
Financial Specialists and Planning 
Support Manager Joe Buhrmann.

“Legal documents and adequate 
protection are a solid start to the con-
versation,” said Buhrmann. “Equally 
important, though, is having the entire 
family take part in the conversation. 
Having a plan will ensure that what 
you want to have happen will happen. 
At Country, our team of  planning pro-
fessionals have been helping farming 
families keep the farm in the family for 
over 50 years. What you’ve built with 
your hands, your head, and your heart is 
too important to leave to chance.  We’re 
excited to partner with professionals 
like Dr. Hanson and the Illinois Farm 
Bureau to help farm families collec-
tively begin this important conversation 
and process.”

Meetings are set to take place in 
northern, central and southern Illinois. 
The two-hour seminars will each begin 

at 5 p.m. with dinner. Dates and loca-
tions are as follows:

Feb. 25 — Hickory Grove Banquet 
and Conference Center, Rochelle

Feb. 26 — I-Hotel and Conference 
Center, Champaign

Feb. 27 — Kokopelli Golf  Club, 
Marion

Registration for the events will 
open to current and prospective IFB 
members and Country Financial clients 
in early 2020. To express interest or 
receive additional information on this 
topic, visit www.ilfb.org/farmplanning. 
About Illinois Farm Bureau

The Illinois Farm Bureau is a mem-
ber of  the American Farm Bureau 
Federation, a national organization of  
farmers and ranchers. Founded in 1916, 
IFB is a non-profit, membership orga-
nization directed by farmers who join 
through their county Farm Bureau. IFB 
has a total membership of  more than 
386,7291 and a voting membership of  
79,159. IFB represents three out of  
four Illinois farmers.
About Country Financial

Country Financial is a marketing 
name for Country Life Insurance Co., 
Country Mutual Insurance Company 
and their respective subsidiaries, located 
in Bloomington, Ill. Country Financial 
serves about one million households 
and businesses throughout the United 
States and offers a wide range of  
insurance and financial products and 
services.  
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