McHenry Co. FB honored by IFB
President Dan Ziller accepts a
recognition plaque awarded to
McHenry County Farm Bureau for its
achievements during the past
program year.
The award was presented during
the Illinois Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting and calls attention to the
comprehensive nature of county Farm
Bureau programs.
Awards were received in the
following program areas: Ag Literacy,
Communications & Promotions,
Commodities & Marketing, Health &
Safety, Legislative & Political Process,
Local Affairs, Member Relations, and
Policy Development.
At the annual meeting, Ziller was
brought on stage to accept the New
Horizon award that recognizes new
and innovative programs. The
County Farm Bureau was selected for
the award for its efforts in
establishing the living snow fence
program with the McHenry County

Division of Transportation.
MCFB also received recognition for
its Foundation, Women’s Committee,
Young Leaders Committee, multicounty projects, the most outstanding
policy development project, and its

Scholarship available

McHenry County Farm Bureau Agricultural Education
Foundation is offering a $1,000 scholarship. The scholarship
is available for high school seniors pursuing continuing
education in agriculture or
agriculture-related fields. The
applicant or the applicant’s
family must be a member of the
McHenry County Farm Bureau
to qualify. Additional
scholarships may be awarded if funding is available at the
time of judging.
All scholarship applications need to be received by March
20, 2020. If you need an application or have any questions
regarding this scholarship, please call our office at 815-3381520 or email mcfbmgr@att.net.

continued growth in voting members.
Individually, Dan Ziller was the
Top Voting Member Recruiter for
District 1, recruiting nine members!
His efforts earned him an Illinois
Farm Bureau Jacket.

Ag Expo help needed
McHenry County Farm Bureau will be hosting Ag Expo
on April 7-9 at McHenry County Fairgrounds in
Woodstock. The program involves 20 agriculture-related
stations and approximately 2,500 third- and fourth-grade
students. We need volunteers to assist with leading
classrooms from station to station. Volunteers are needed
for both the 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. sessions. If you are
interested in helping, please contact the Farm Bureau at
815-338-1520.
Ag Expo provides students with some basic knowledge
about agriculture. The expo has been held on an everyother-year basis since 1988 and has reached more than
42,000 students.

Ready for an adventure out West?
Travel Opportunity for Northern Illinois Farm Bureau
with Mayflower Cruises and Tours!
Visit YELLOWSTONE, GRAND TETONS AND
MOUNT RUSHMORE
Featuring Deadwood, Jackson Hole, and the Black Hills
Tour dates: Aug. 4-13, 2021
10 days---15 meals
Witness the natural wonder of Old Faithful. See Mount
Rushmore in the Black Hills and tour historic mining
towns. Take a scenic float trip on the Snake River and
discover treasures of the Old West.
Highlights
w 15 meals: 9 breakfasts and 6 dinners
w Round trip airport transfers
w Visit Mount Rushmore National Memorial
w Take an open-air Jeep tour through Custer State Park
to view the herds of American bison
w Black Hills touring including Crazy Horse Memorial
w Tour the historic town of Deadwood including
legendary Boot Hill Cemetery
w Visit awe-inspiring Devils Tower National Monument
w Tour the Buffalo Bill Historic Center in Cody
w Spend two nights in Yellowstone National Park,
America’s first national park and home to famed geyser
Old Faithful
w Snake River float trip through Grand Teton National
Park
w Spend two nights in Jackson Hole and enjoy dinner
and entertainment at the Bar J Chuckwagon Supper and
Western Show
w Attend the Jackson Rodeo or the Jackson Hole
Playhouse
w Salt Lake City touring, including Temple Square
w $50 in Mayflower Money

w FREE AIRFARE out of Chicago ($750) when
reservations are made by June 30, 2020
w $3,999 per person twin room
For reservations or information contact: Tony at
Lindstrom Travel 815-398-8888

Living snow fences return to county
Multiple meetings with local and
state organizations and governmental
bodies opened the door for our first
living snow fence last year.
We are pleased to report that the
program has been renewed and
expanded.
The basic idea is to use farmer-grown
crop vegetation to minimize drifting
snow.
Farmers are compensated fairly for
the crop they leave standing.
The living snow fence replaces the
traditional snow fence that requires the

McHenry County Division of Transportation photo

Living snow fence located off main street Huntley.
County Division of Transportation to
utilize fencing materials, machinery
and paid laborers to install it. Living

and traditional snow fences minimize
plowing and salting needs and provide
the traveling public with clearer roads.

5 reasons to talk to your insurance rep
Submitted by Country Financial
The only thing that is certain about life is that there will be
changes. This could mean changes to your family situation,
or changes in lifestyle, which are good times to talk with your
insurance representative about your priorities and coverages.
The good news is your insurance representative is there to
help you protect the people and the things you love. Here are
five reasons you may want to give your rep a call:
You’re looking for ways to save money
Consider checking in with your insurance agent or
financial representative if you are looking for ways to save on
your insurance rates. Your representative can talk with you
about options such as raising your deductible to save some
money, or looking to see if you qualify for new savings
options or discounts.
Re-examining your policy when it is up for renewal
Don’t just automatically send a check to your insurance
company, take a little time to evaluate your personal situation
since the last time you checked on your policy. Review your
information, and check in on your coverage periodically to
ensure you’re getting the best coverage.
Major lifestyle changes
Did you go through a major life change recently, such as
getting married, having a baby or going through a divorce?
All of these are reasons to talk with your rep. Depending of
what kind of insurance you have, lifestyle changes can affect
your insurance rates. Also reach out when your kids have

changes, such as reaching driving age, going to college, or if
an adult child moves back home.
Buying or getting new things
If you’ve received gifts – such as jewelry, or you’ve bought
anything new for your home, including TVs, computers or
even artwork – let your agent or financial representative
know so you can discuss proper coverages for those items.
Quality of life and property improvements
Making personal life changes to improve your health, such
as quitting smoking, may affect your coverage. Reach out to
your rep if you’ve made home or property improvements such
as expanding your home, or enclosing a porch. Tell your
agent or financial representative if you’ve installed a fire/
burglar alarm system or upgraded your heating, plumbing or
electrical system. Similarly, if you have upgraded or changed
your vehicle, you will want to review any policies associated.
Keep receipts and records of purchases in case you need to
share these with your representative.
For more information, visit www.countryfinancial.com/
simplesteps or call Agency Manager Jeff Tatgenhorst 815-3373700.

Hundreds of students get taste of ag
Over 1,600 students and their teachers experienced a
fun-filled 45-minute presentation by Ag in the Classroom
staff and volunteers. Students learned how pumpkins are
grown in a field and the different parts of a pumpkin
plant. They got to see and touch the different kinds of
pumpkins grown by Illinois farmers, and learn how a
pumpkin gets from a farmer’s field to the canning factory,
to a store, to a pie on Thanksgiving Day! More than 70
batches of Pumpkin Patch Pie Treat were prepared by the
students and their teacher-chefs, with a great majority of
tasters giving their first pumpkin taste a thumbs-up!
As farmers tried to harvest their corn and soybeans in
November, more than 180 students learned the life cycles
of these crops, how farmers grow the crops, and the
products that are made from corn and soybeans.
In December AITC staff visited 13 classrooms (over 250
students) with information about Christmas tree farms
and how farmers care for their trees. Students learned
about the conifer lifecycle and the differences between
conifers and other trees. They also identified six different

conifers by their branches and unique pinecones.
Dairy was the word during December for one school of
800 children, where students learned from a dairy farmer
how dairy cows are cared for, how the cows are milked,
and all the good products that are produced from milk.
Along with offering free books to teachers at the
beginning of the school year, unique ideas, activities and
resources are shared with over 2,000 teachers on a
monthly basis to help their students grow in their
knowledge of agriculture and its importance in their lives.
Thank you to all who donated to McHenry County
Farm Bureau Foundation and Ag in the Classroom to
help purchase supplies for classroom visits and books for
teachers.

McHenry gets Nutrient Stewardship Grant
By Kay Shipman
Illinois Farm Bureau Nutrient
Stewardship Grants continue providing
important links to farmers, fields and
nutrient management efforts across
Illinois.
Beginning a fifth year, IFB
announced more than $154,000 in
commitments with an additional
$88,000 in in-kind matches for 14
county Farm Bureau-led projects in 29
counties.
“These grants provide an opportunity
for projects to take off. Farm Bureau
helps provide connections to land and
farmers and ties those projects into
research, growing whole relationships
with partners,” IFB Director Jeff
Kirwan told FarmWeek. Kirwan chairs
the state Nutrient Education Research
Council (NREC).
The grants also reflect IFB’s views on
nutrient management, said immediate
past IFB Director Michele Aavang, who
served as a liaison to the Illinois
Council on Best Management Practices.
“The stewardship grants show we are
concerned, are willing to do our part
and are being thoughtful about it,”

Aavang said. “The list of projects is a
huge range, from detailed research to
knowledge sharing. This year is an
especially impressive list of projects.”
Lauren Lurkins, IFB director of
environmental policy, agreed: “These
inventive county Farm Bureau projects
both educate and present new data to
area farmers as they work together to
move the needle on the state’s Nutrient
Loss Reduction Strategy goals.”
Aavang pointed to several multiyear
county projects that demonstrate “a lot
of commitment” from county Farm
Bureaus and local partners while
illustrating the need for long-term
solutions.
These efforts related to water quality
also highlight interests of Farm Bureau
and farmers in the issue, Kirwan added.
“We need to have a toe in the water,” he
quipped.
“I’m seeing keen interest among
farmers in nutrient management
throughout the state,” Kirwan said.
“People realize this is an economic issue
for us. We don’t want to overapply and
want to make economic use of
nutrients.”

Safe driver course
McHenry County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee will
offer the AARP Safe Driver Course on Monday, Sept. 14, and
Tuesday, Sept. 15. The course will be held at the Farm Bureau
building, 1102 McConnell Road, Woodstock, Illinois. Course
hours will be held from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. with a half hour
lunch break. Class size is limited to 25 participants and early
registration is encouraged.
This eight-hour course will cover many aspects of driving
safely. Upon completing the eight-hour AARP Driver Safety
Program, you will receive a course completion certificate that
may then be presented to your insurance agent. Depending on
the state where you live and your insurance company’s
policies, you may be eligible for an automobile insurance
premium reduction or discount.
AARP members need to bring their AARP membership
card with them the first day of class. McHenry County Farm
Bureau requires a $10 fee per-person for members and $15 fee
per-person for non-members. The fee includes course
materials, two lunches and refreshments. For more
information and to register, please call McHenry County Farm
Bureau at 815-338-1520.

IFB funding of stewardship grants
and the projects those support generates
backing from Farm Bureau leaders and
members through the organization’s
statewide reach, Aavang pointed out.
Kirwan’s perspective as a farmer, as
well as a leader on a nutrient research
and education council, allows him to
notice collaboration. He sees
cooperation among farmers, researchers
and ag agencies and organizations.
NREC projects have discovered factors,
such as mineralization on soybean
stubble, that are shared, he said.
“I hope the stewardship grants
uncover things researchers need to look
at,” Kirwan said. “NREC can provide a
(scientific) backstop to the grants.”
Considering 2020 commitments and
contributions, IFB will have invested
$550,000 in the past five years into
nutrient stewardship, water quality and
soil health.
As a grant recipient, McHenry
County Farm Bureau will partner with
McHenry County Conservation District
to install a woodchip bioreactor and
provide outreach and education to
farmers and others.

Professional membership
offers special benefits
McHenry County Farm Bureau offers a
Professional Voting Membership (PM) class.
A person qualifying for a PM membership works
in an agriculture-related occupation and does not
meet the requirements for a Regular (Farm) Voting
Membership ($2,500 or more gross farm income).
PM members will receive FarmWeek and will be
eligible to serve as directors of McHenry County
Farm Bureau as part of their benefit packages.
The new PM annual dues are $50 a year, but for a
limited time you can reclassify your existing
associate membership for free.
Dues for PM and Farm members renewals for
2021 will be $50 and associate members will be $20.
Call 815-338-1520 or email mcfbmgr@att.net if
you are interested in reclassifying your membership.

