Ag Week
celebrated
National Agriculture Week was
March 20-26. It is a time when
producers, agricultural associations,
corporations, universities, government
agencies and countless others across
America recognize and celebrate the
abundance provided by agriculture.
McHenry County Farm Bureau used
the opportunity to educate consumers
in a fun and engaging way and we
provided some needed support to those
who are food insecure.
We kicked off the week with an Ag
Day Contest on Facebook that reached
8,300 people with a variety of ag facts.
Those who liked a fact were eligible to
win one of two $50 grocery gift cards.
We also dedicated a whole page of our
website to Ag Week, the page
highlighted ag innovation, interesting
ag facts, and agriculture’s economic
contribution to McHenry County.
In honor of National Ag Day (March
22), our Women’s Committee and our
Young Leader Committee came
together to donate $1,100 to 11
McHenry County food pantries. We
continued our Ag Week celebration the
next day by delivering 184 pounds of
pork to Marengo and Woodstock food
pantries. Rush-Mar Farms donated the
market hog and McHenry County Farm
Bureau Young Leaders paid for the
processing fees.
If you are in a position where you can
enjoy the safe, abundant and affordable
food supply provided by agriculture,
please consider the opportunity to help
support those who are struggling with
food insecurity (roughly 7 percent of
McHenry County’s population).

Fair helpers needed
McHenry County Farm Bureau’s Foundation is planning to operate a food
booth at the McHenry County Fair. We are again seeking volunteers for two
main shifts. The first shift starts at 10 a.m. and the second begins at 4 p.m.
We could also use some volunteers who can come in for a couple of hours
over the lunch time frame and some relief workers throughout the day.
Volunteers are needed from Aug. 3 through Aug. 7 (Young Leaders
Committee is covering Aug. 2).
“We need volunteers,” says Dan Volkers, manager. “This food booth is one
of our primary fund-raisers for our foundation and it directly impacts our
ability to provide quality educational programs for the youth of our county.”
Volunteers, upon request, receive reimbursement for their admission and a
free meal. For more information, please contact the McHenry County Farm
Bureau at 815-338-1520 or email Dan Volkers at mcfbmgr@att.net.

SAVE THE DATE!
McHenry County Farm Stroll
Sunday, Sept. 25, 2022
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Helping homeless veterans
McHenry County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee donated 20 welcome packs to
homeless veterans who are in the process of rebuilding their lives at New Horizons
in Hebron.

Skinning the cat in agriculture
By DAN VOLKERS
McHenry County Farm Bureau manager

In my youth, I heard the phrase
“there’s more than one way to skin a
cat.” Being a young farm boy, I had a
disturbing visual in my head, but still
understood the point. There are many
ways to do something, or many ways to
achieve a goal.
Our family farm had a lot of dark
rich soil, and the farm was relatively
flat, making most of the ground tillable.
In the late ’80s our farm transitioned
from a dairy farm that had pastures,
hay and some row crops to more of a
row crop farm that also finished out
some cattle with a diet that was rich in
corn. Corn production was something
our farm was well suited for, and we
tried to add value to it by ultimately
turning some of it into beef.
Speaking of beef, I would love the
steaks that we would get from our cornfed beef. They were well marbled,
flavorful, and tender. Somehow 20- to
30-ounce steaks would magically
disappear!
My wife’s parents referred to their
farm as Paradise Acres, and it was
beautiful to view. It had rolling hills,
timber, pastures and lighter soils, and
most of their ground was unsuited for
tillage. They were a cow-calf operation,
and they would typically sell most of
their young male stock to other farmers
who would finish them with corn. Most
years they kept a couple animals back to
finish on their farm and would share
the meat with family. The couple they
kept back were mostly grass and hay fed
with a little grain and protein added
into their diet at the end to help finish
them out. Growing up with corn-fed
steaks, I didn’t like the leanness of their
steaks, but quickly grew an appreciation
for their hamburger. The hamburger
from the grass-fed beef would cook up
with very little grease in the pan and
went well in all sorts of recipes. I also
loved how it would hold its shape when
I made huge burgers on the grill. My
immediate family refers to them as

Paradise Acres, a centennial farm owned by Burt and Peg Dauphin, was
located in the northwest corner of Illinois.
“Dad’s Cheeseburgers.” I am sad to say
that it’s been a long time since I had a
steak from our family farm, and we are
on the last freezer of Paradise Acres’
beef. Time marches on and I do look
back fondly on both of the farms and
the products they raised.
Today, I often hear that “farmers
should do this or do that” from
someone who hasn’t raised a sizable
crop or any livestock. Most of the
comments I hear are good or wellintentioned and typically include the
word sustainable, they just fail to
recognize the unique characteristics of
the farmland, the farmer’s resources,
and the farmer’s years of experience.
My parents and my wife’s parents
made choices for their farms based on
the variables mentioned above. The
same is true of the farmers I have the
honor of working for. Our farm
members are growing fruits, vegetables,
row crops and livestock, and some even
sell experiences (agriculture tourism).
Some of our farmers use cover crops,
some no-till, and some use minimal
tillage techniques to help protect their
soil. Some of our farmers raise organic
crops and others grow crops that have
been advanced through technology.
Sustainable is a great word but it

comes with many meanings when
combined with agriculture. To some it
means that the production practices are
environmentally sound, to others
profitable, and to others that it can go
from one generation to the next.
Farmers typically see it as a
combination of all of the above.
Farmers know that producing food
for themselves and others will have an
environmental impact and they want to
limit the negative effects. In general,
farmers always want to “farm next
year” (probably why their average age is
57.5 years old) and to do that they have
to be profitable or able to subsidize their
farming operations with off-farm
income. They also want to take care of
their farms so that future generations
will have the opportunity to farm if
they so choose.
I believe it is important that farmers
preserve their freedom to farm and
market their products as they choose.
That said, there is always an
opportunity for improvement. Farmers
are price sensitive, and they continually
adapt to change. At Farm Bureau, we
support voluntary incentive-based
programs that enhance farmers’
profitability and production methods to
further build sustainability.

THANKS!

McHenry County Farm Bureau’s Foundation would like to thank James and Cheryl Wormley of
Woodstock for their generous donation and thank the family and friends of Robert Stoxen for
their memorial gifts in support of Ag in the Classroom. The contributions will help support our
Summer Agricultural Institute program for teachers, Ag Expo and classroom visits. To learn
more about supporting Ag in the Classroom please visit our website at www.mchenrycfb.org.

Ag Expo online in 2022
For 40 years, from 1988 until 2018, hundreds of volunteers
have come together to present agriculture to third- and
fourth-grade students from schools across McHenry County.
Whether it was in Building D at the Fairgrounds in
Woodstock, at the old Farm and Fleet building on Route 47
or back at the McHenry County Fairgrounds, teachers and
their students looked forward to the event held every two
years when they could visit “the farm” and learn about
everything ag-related.
Some of the presentations, including those about corn and
soybeans and pigs and chickens have been a part of Ag Expo
all 40 years. Other displays such as Christmas trees and farm
technology are more recent additions to the event. And
booths, such as farm equipment and ag careers, have
understandably changed quite a bit over the tenure of the
exhibition.
While every presentation over the years is adjusted and
modernized as time moves forward, the folks who have
made, and continue to make, Ag Expo successful remain the
same. Our thanks go out to local farmers, ag industry
employees, and community leaders who together with Farm
Bureau Ag in the Classroom donors continue to make Ag
Expo an exciting and educational field trip for young
students and their teachers. After the cancellation of Ag Expo

in 2020, the Expo is again being offered this year, but in a
virtual format. Many volunteers have given of their time and
opened their farms and businesses to help bring agriculture
to our schools. Not only will third- and fourth-grade students
have the opportunity to attend Ag Expo, but anyone may
participate online! We look forward to adding to our total Ag
Expo attendance of 42,000 with our online opportunity.
Check our website at mchenrycfb.org for more information.
Illinois Classroom Presentations Return
Ag in the Classroom presenters visited 13 classrooms this
spring sharing Illinois Agriculture: Then and Now. Students
learn how long-ago glaciers formed northern Illinois’ fertile
prairies, how agricultural techniques have advanced with the
inventions by Illinoisians such as John Deere and Joseph
Glidden, and what farmers are growing in McHenry County
today. Each student receives an Illinois Ag Mag.
Calling All Teachers!
Join us for Summer Ag Institute on June 15, 16, 17 and 20,
21, 22. It’s six days of farm and ag-related site visits as well as
an abundance of classroom resources to take back to school
in the fall. This class may be taken for graduate credit or
development hours. Visit our website at mchenrycfb.org
under the Education Tab or call our office at 815-338-1520 for
more information.

Dairy promotion on the Woodstock Square
On June 15, bring your blankets and lawn chairs to the
Historic Park on the Square and enjoy a traditional band
concert and ice cream social as the Woodstock City Band
presents its 138th season of concerts.
In honor of Dairy Month (June) McHenry County Farm
Bureau Women’s Committee will serve free dairy products
and allow the public the opportunity to interact with some

Edible products available
at the Farm Bureau office

Honey
Pork Barbeque Spice
Pork Burgers
Bratwurst
Italian Sausage Links
Breakfast Sausage
Italian Sausage

3 lbs.
12 oz.
1 lb.
1 lb.
1 lb.
1 lb.
1 lb.

Items are produced locally.

$12.50
$10
$5
$5
$5
$4.50
$4.50

Curbside pickup is available at 815-338-1520.

Farm Bureau office is at 1102 McConnell Rd., Woodstock.
Office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
(office is closed noon to 1 p.m.)

dairy calves.
The dairy products, educational materials and animals will
be available at 6:30 p.m.
The concert begins at 7 p.m.
Donations to McHenry County Farm Bureau’s Agriculture
Education Foundation will be accepted to help offset the cost
of the program.

