2 Rescue Augers donated
Two Rescue Augers were donated to
MABAS Divisions 4 & 5 SRT Technical
Rescue Team.
They are used in combination with
the Great Wall of Rescue in a grain
entrapment situation. Illinois Farm
Bureau, Country Financial, McHenry
County Farm Bureau Young Leaders,
and Country Financial McHenry
Agency provided the needed funds for
the donation.
If a person is trapped under grain,
the Rescue Auger is used to auger out
grain quicker than scooping to quickly
free the trapped victim. Once the rescue
tube is secure around the victim, the
Rescue Auger can be placed in the tube
and quickly expel the unwanted grain.
Weighing only 26 pounds, the Rescue
Auger is powered by any power drill.
The Rescue Auger can expel grain at 1.5
bushels/minute.
2019 statistics
w 38 grain entrapment incidents were
reported in 14 states (27 percent

Pictured, from left: Paul Klickerv, Chief Spring Grove Fire; Larry
Vanhoolerbeke, Deputy Chief Spring Grove Fire; Steve Nulle, Country
Financial; Casey Watkins, McHenry County Farm Bureau Young Leader
chair; Chris Williams, MABAS Div. 4 & 5 SRT team leader; Christina Loomis,
administrative coordinator MABAS Div. 4 & 5 SRT; Nate Gardner, Country
Financial; and John Rice, Battalion Chief Spring Grove Fire.
increase from 2018). 61 percent of those
were fatal. Many more incidents remain
unreported each year. (Source: Purdue
University)
w 82 percent of all grain entrapment

cases occurred in the Midwest, or Corn
Belt.
w All documented 2019 cases involved
males.
w The average age was 43.4 years old.

DID YOU KNOW?
w In 4 seconds, an adult can sink knee-deep in the suction of
flowing grain. At this point, he or she can’t be freed without
help. (Source: Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health)
w Suffocation from engulfment is a leading cause of death in
grain bins. (Source: OSHA)
w Flowing grain behaves like quicksand. An adult can be
completely buried (engulfed) in 20 seconds. Most engulfed
victims do not survive. (Source: Great Plains Center for
Agricultural Health)
w From 2010 to 2019, 330 grain entrapment incidents were
reported; 47.6 percent of those were fatal. (Source: Purdue
University)
w Most entrapment and engulfment events occur because
workers enter a bin or storage structure to check on the

condition of grain or to address problems with grain flow
due to spoiled grain or equipment malfunction.
(Source: Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health)
w Around 80 percent of reported engulfments involve a
person inside a bin or storage structure when grainunloading equipment is running. Engulfments in flowing
grain also occur in outdoor grain storage piles, grain
wagons, rail cars, and semi-trailers that unload from the
bottom. (Source: Great Plains Center for Agricultural
Health)
w The best ways to prevent engulfment incidents are to
eliminate the reasons for entering a bin in the first place,
and to restrict unauthorized access by youth or other
individuals who may be unaware of hazards. (Source: Great
Plains Center for Agricultural Health)

We would like to thank the following individuals who supported our Foundation’s year-end fundraising letter
campaign (donations below were received by Dec. 31).
w William Huckabee
w George and Wendy Richardson
w Randy and Adrianne Adams
w Diane Hunn
w Andrew Anderson
w Charles and Helen Ruth
w
Grant
and
Katherine
Johnson
w Dennis Alten
w Pradap Sass
w John and Maria Jung
w Harry and Geri Alten
w Fred Schnulle
w Judy Kugler
w Peter Ardito
w Shirley Schumer
w Jeanne Beard
w Anthony and Janet LaPlant
w Jim Sewell and Jill Hilgenberg
w Ruth Beard
w Howard and Maxine Lasko
w Arnold and Jacquelyn Shanks
w Robert and Dorothy Behm
w Thomas Lillegard
w Clifford and Marcia Simons
w Dennis Bischke
w John and Ella Martin
w Brad and Jenna Spiniolas
w Randy and Marjorie Cherwin
w John and Theresa McConnell
w Craig and Bria Spiniolas
w Margaret Cole
w Mary McGuire
w Stade’s Farm and Market
w Christopher Dahm
w Ethel R. McKay
w Sycamore Spine and Sport
w Jeffrey Diedrick
w Bruce and Patty Meier
w The Lockwood Farm
w Bruce and Susan Dietz
w Corinne Miller
w Carol Thompson
w James Finch
w Osborn and Jill Mills
w Mary Alice Thun
w Louise Fitzgerald
w John and Diana Minalt
w George Tures
w Jacqueline Francesconi
w Shirley Nichols
w Paul Velazquez and Donna Fritz
w Jerrold and Elizabeth Glogowski
w Thomas and Jill Nierman
w Kerry and Shirley Walter
w Jerry Gudauskas
w Irene Ogiejko
w Joan Weidner
w David and Joan Hall
w Jack and Pat Paul
w Steven and Anne Wirkuty
w Mike Hansler
w Jeffrey and Maureen Peterson
w Elmer and Angelica Zarndt
w Jerry and Katherine Hanson
w
Judith
Proffitt
w Chester Zieba
w Kevin Harrington
w
Barbara
Raupp
w Daniel G. Ziller
w James Hong
In addition to those listed above were several anonymous donors. We would also like to recognize those who
support us with direct contributions, memorials, fundraisers, give on their annual does notice, and donate their
time and talents to our organization.

Agricultural internship available
McHenry County Farm Bureau is excited to again offer an
agriculture-related summer internship.
The internship will provide experiences in program
planning, Ag in the Classroom, media, governmental affairs
and public relations. The selected individual will receive
valuable work experience, money to further their education
and the opportunity to receive college credit.

The internship is open to McHenry County residents who
will be a sophomore, junior or senior at a college or university
this fall. Preference is given to applicants who have a farm
background and/or are studying an agriculture-related field.
Interested applicants need to apply by March 11, 2022. To
apply, simply email your cover letter and resume to Dan
Volkers at mcfbmgr@att.net.

Apply now for ag-related scholarship
McHenry County Farm Bureau Agricultural Education
Foundation is offering a $1,000 scholarship.
The scholarship is available for high school seniors
pursuing continuing education in agriculture or agriculturerelated fields.
The applicant or the applicant’s family must be a member
of the McHenry County Farm Bureau to qualify.

Additional scholarships may be awarded if funding is
available at the time of judging.
All scholarship applications need to be received by April 1,
2022.
If you need an application or have any questions regarding
this scholarship, please call our office at 815-338-1520 or
email mcfbmgr@att.net.

McHenry County Farm Bureau Board of Directors
Front row, from left: Chris Mckee, VP; Dan Ziller, president; Alan Ainger, treasurer; Jason Hogan, secretary.
Second row, from left: Leah Hossfeld; Audrey Davis, Women’s Committee representative; Pat Fritz.
Third row, from left: Grant Nepermann, Bruce Meier, Henry Zierer, Casey Watkins, Brandon Walter, Dave Popenhagen. Not
pictured: Judy Peterson.

Tree farm
teaching
Katie Vanderstappen, AITC
coordinator, presents Conifers
and Christmas Tree Farms to a
group of Prairiewood Elementary
School students.
In December, nearly 500 students and their 20 teachers
learned about Christmas Tree
farms in McHenry County. They
followed the life of a pine tree on
the farm from a seed in a pine
cone to a 7-year-old Christmas
Tree ready to harvest. The popular presentation concluded with
students identifying various conifer branches and pinecones. For
schools unable to accommodate
visitors at this time, teachers
and students were able to visit
Richardson’s Tree Farm, learn
about the conifer lifecycle and
different kinds of conifers online.

Turning Point donation
McHenry County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee donated $100 out of its budget to Turning Point in support of
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. In December, individual committee members collectively donated toys to
Turning Point in the Farm Bureau’s name.

Edible products available
at the Farm Bureau office

Honey
Pork Barbeque Spice
Pork Burgers
Bratwurst
Italian Sausage Links
Breakfast Sausage
Italian Sausage

3 lbs.
12 oz.
1 lb.
1 lb.
1 lb.
1 lb.
1 lb.

Items are produced locally.

$12.50
$10
$5
$5
$5
$4.50
$4.50

Curbside pickup is available at 815-338-1520.

Farm Bureau office is at 1102 McConnell Rd., Woodstock.
Office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday (office is closed noon to 1 p.m.)

